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•    WORLD  CATmLE  SUM33RS  IF  19U9  AH)  195O 

Cattle  nam"bers  throughout  the  world,  at  the  "beginning  of  1950,  are 
'estimated  at  771  Billion  head  "by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations, 
-his  current  preliminary  estimate  exceeds  the  record  num"ber  of  last  year  by 
7  million  head  and  the  193^-UO  average  "by  25  million  head  or  nearly  U  -oercent. 
Generally,   the  improved  feed  situation  in  1-3]4S  and  19^9>   together  with  a 
strong  demand  for  "beef  and  veal,  encouraged  cattle  raisers  in  most  a.reas  of 
the  world  to  expand  their  herds. 

Cattle  numbers  during  19^-9  increased  moderately  on  all  continents  except 
in  South  America  and  Africa  where  numbers  declined.     The  largest  numerical 
gains,  however,  occurred  in  Asia,  £urope,   the  Soviet  Union  and  ITorth  America, 
with  only  miner  increases  in  Oceania.    Notwithstanding  these  increases, 
numbers  in  Asia,  Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union  continue  to  "be  from  2  to  6  per- 
cent "below-  their  prewar  levels.     On  the  other  hand,  Forth  and  Soath  America 
now  exceed  their  prewar  numbers  by  17  percent,  while  Africa  and  Oceania  ---ere 
10  and  %  percent,   resiDectively ,'  above  the  1936--O  average. 


CATTLE:    Estimated  world  total,  by  continents, 
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The  outlook  in  1950  is  f°r  a  moderate  increa.se  in  cattle  numbers  in 
Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union.     Further  minor  gains  are  likely  in  North  America, 
particularly  in  the  United  States  and  possibly  in  ^exico,  also  in  several 
South  American  countries,  and  Africa  and  Oceania,     The  degree  of  increase 
will  "be  largely  determined  by  pasture  conditions  and  the  quantity  of  feed 
available  during  the  year.     Other  factors  that  may  have  some  effect  on 
cattle  numbers  in  13^0  are  the  availability  of  foreign  exchange  for  purchase 
of  feedstuffs,  price  controls  on  cattle  and  meat,  and  government  restric- 
tions on  feed  and  slaughter.     From  the  long-term  viewpoint,  breed  improvement, 
disease  elimination  and  development  of  new  -areas  for  cattle  expansion  will 
ultimately  affect  future  cattle  numbers  and  productivity. 

Numbers  in  the  United  States  in  19^-9  increased  about  3  percent  and  a.re 
now  20  percent  above  the  1336-UO  average  but  6  percent  belo>?  the  19~5  peak. 
The  strong  domestic  demand  for  beef,  -a  plentiful  supply  of  feedgrains  and 
forage  and  relatively  good  pasture  conditions  encouraged  cattlemen  to  expand 
their  herds.     Canadian  cattle  numbers,  on  the  other  hand,  have  been  declining 
for  6  consecutive  years,  due  largely  to  profitableness  of  grain  farming, 
heavy  commercial  slaughter  and,  during  the  last  two  years,   to  large  exports 
of  live  cattle  to  the  United  States.     In  Mexico,   cattle  numbers  also  were 
reduced  materially  by  the  foot-and-mouth  disease  control  and  the  beef  canning 
programs.     Numbers  in  Cuba  are  up  slightly,  but  considerably  below  prewar. 

Because  of  better  pasture  conditions  and  larger  available  feed  supplies 
in  19^2  and  19^9»  European  cattle  numbers  are  now  within  U  percent  of  their 
prewar  levels.     All  countries  except  Portugal  and  France  are  believed  either 
to  have  surpassed  las t  year's  numbers  or  remained  at  about  the  same  level. 
In  the  United  Kingdom,  cattle  numbers  are  estimated  to  be  17  percent  above 
prewar.     Several  European  countries  are  either  near  or  above  their  193&-HO 
average.    Such  countries  as  Greece,  Poland,  Norway  and  Germany,  however, 
are  still  below.     Further  increases  in  19^9  vrere  largely  curtailed  by  lack 
of  dollar  exchange  for  feed  importations.     Imported  feed  supplies,  -oar- 
ticularly  from  Canada  and  United  States,  were  relatively  expensive  to  cattle 
raisers  and  became  more  so  after  devaluation  last  September. 

According  to  the  best  available  information,  cattle  numbers  in  the 
Soviet  Union  have  not  reached  established  goals,  but  continue  to  increase 
and  are  approaching  prewar  numbers.     The  upward  trend  in  numbers  reflects 
generally  an  improved  feed  situation  and  the  government's  enforcement  of 
its  predetermined  production  program. 

In  South  America,   deteriorating  pastures  in  the  latter  part  of  19^9 1 
due  to  drought  or  near-drought  conditions,  have  reduced  cattle  numbers  by 
3  percent  from  a  year  earlier.     Nevertheless,  current  numbers  are  estimated 
to"  be  about  17  percent  above  the  1936-UO  average.     Although  some  increases 
occurred  in  Brazil  and  Colombia,   these  were  more  than  offset  by  declines, 
particularly  in  Argentina,  Uruguay  and  Paraguay.     Australia,   in  particular, 
and  New  Zealand,   to  a  lesser  extent,  increased  their  cattle  numbers, 
reflecting  imoroved  pasture  conditions  in  19J+6  and  19^9- 


Asiatic  cattle  numbers  increased  slightly  in  "} 9U9 ,  "but  numbers  are 
somewhat  below  the  1936-UO  average.    Although  some  increases  occurred  in 
Iran,   Iraq,  and  Indonesia,   the  principal  gains  vers • in.  India,  Pakistan, 
Burma,  Siam,  Japan,  and  Formosa.     In  Africa,  cattle  numbers  were  believed 
to  have  been  maintained  at  last  year's  level.     Decreases  in  Madagascar, 
Northern  and  Southern  Rhodesia,  and  the  Union  of  South  Africa  probably 
cancelled  minor  gains  in  several  of  the  African  countries. 

Cattle  and  calves  on  farms  and  ranches  in  the  United  States  on  January 
195°  '-'ere  reported  at  SO, 277, COO  head,  compared  with  78,298,000  head  at  the 
beginning  of  19U9.     This  is  an  increase  of  3  percent  over  the  preceding  year 
and  20  percent  above  the  1936-^0  prewar  average,  but  6  -percent  below  the 
record  high  of  '19)4f3. 

Favorable  prices  obtained  for  cattle,  beef  and  veal  and  dairy  products 
in  relation  to  feed  prices  in  19^-8  and  19^+9  encouraged  cattle  raisers  to 
build  up  their' herds  and  to  increase  their  feeding  operations.     As  a  result, 
beef  cow  numbers  reached  16,786,000  head,  an  increase  of  5  percent  over  the 
preceding  year,  and  are  now  the  largest  on  record.     Also,  milk  cows  and 
heifers  cf  2  years  and  over  kept  for  milk  increased  by  1  percent  over  last 
year,   to  reverse  the  downward  trend  in  numbers  for  the  first  time  in  5  years 

Cattle  imoorts  into  the  United  States  from  Canada  in  13U9  totaled 
MV5£5  head  and  were  6  percent  below  those  of  l^kS.     Total  dutiable  cattle 
were  Ul2,l?9  head,  approximately  "[,000  head  below  those  of  a  year  earlier. 
Calves  and  cattle  in  the  200  -  699  weight  grout)  were  the  only  classes  to 
show  an  increase,     ^reeding  stock  importations  in  19^-9  dropped  5O  percent, 
dairy  animals  fell  off  k2  percent  and  other  cattle  of  J 00  pounds  and  over 
declined  by  9  percent. 

Cattle  numbers  on  farms  in  Canada,  as  of  December  l9l49»  1iTere  reported 
at  8,2U^,^00  head  in  comparison  with  8, 2^1, 3OO  head  a  year  earlier.  These 
numbers  were  the  lowest  since  19U? .     It  also  was  the  fifth  consecutive  year 
that  the  trend  has  been  downward.     The  number  of  milk  cows,  according  to 
the  estimates,  increased  by  around  J>0,€>00  head  to  materially  offset  the 
decline  of  ^8,600  head  that  occurred  in  the  total  number  of  other  cattle. 
High  prices  for  cattle  and  beef  in  the  United  States  encouraged  a  higher 
slaughter  rate  and  larger  experts  of  live  cattle  and  meat  to  markets  in 
the  States.     If  the  large  exports  of  cattle  and  meat  continue  to  the 
United  States,  cattle  numbers  in  that  country  can  be  expected  tn  be  reduced 
still  further. 

Mexican  cattle  numbers,  at  the  beginning  of  1950*  are  somewhat  below 
their  high  point  of  19^7»  but  still  considerably  above  the  prewar  level. 
The  downward  trend,  however,  reflects  the  removal  of  surplus  cattle  in 
19U8  and  early  19^9  hy  slaughter  under  the  beef  canning  program,  slaughter 
f^r  serum  manufacture  and  the  meeting  of  regular  commercial  slaughter 
requirements.     Livestock  numbers  in  central  Mexico  are  approaching  normal 
following  the  39U8  af tosa  slaughter  program.     With  the  meat  canning  program 
terminated,  cattle  in  northern  Mexico  can  be  expected  to  show  some  increa.se 
in  1950. 


CAFADA:     Number  of  cattle  on  farms,  "by  orincipal  classes, 

1939-19^9 
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1,697 

6,021 

9,718 
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1,701  : 
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9,^76 
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Compiled  from  Livestock  Surveys  of  June  1  and  December  1. 
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Cattle  numbers  in  Ca"ba  on  January  1,  195^  were  estimated  to  be  somewhat 
higher  than  the  preceding  year,  bat  stil"1  below  the  19^6-UO  average.  The 
prospect,  however,  appears  to  be  for  the  upward  trend  in  numbers  to  continue 
in  1950*     Favorable ' prices  for  cattle  and  beef  in  recent  years,   increase  in 
number  of  breeding  animals  and  reduction  in  calf -nor tali ty  through  better 
care  have  resulted  in  a  higher  calf-cow  ratio  and,  consequently,  in  an 
increase  in  numbers. 

Argentine  cattle  numbers  in  July  of  this  year  are  expected  to  be 
somewhat  below  the  Ul, 268,000  head  re-oorted  in  the  Kay  19U7  census.  Heavy 
marketings  of  unfinished  cattle  and  large  exports  of  frozen  beef,   due  to 
the  severe  draught  of  the  past  several  months 7"  have  materially  reduced 
cattle  numbers.    Exports  of  live  cattle  to  neighboring  countries  decreased 

:  during  the  year.     ~To  further  increase  is  expected  in  1950  end  a  decline  is 

•likely  if  the  drought  continues. 

The  19U9  cattle  numbers  in  Brazil  continue  to  exceed  the  high  level 
attained  during  the  war  years.     The  quota  plan,  recently  established,  limits 
the  number  of  animals  that  may  be  slaughtered  to  the  I9U7  level  and  cows 
less  than  7  years  cannot  be  marketed.     If  these  restrictions  are  carried 
out  and  growing  conditions  continue  favorable,   it  is  very  likely  that  cattle 
numbers  will  increase  further  in  195^° 

Colombia,  uruguay  and  Chile  were  the  only  other  South  American  countries 
to  show  an  increase  in  19^9  cattle  numbers  over  those  of  19^-8.    Both  Colombia 
and  Uruguay  uo  to  19^9*   inclusive,  had  shown  progressive  increases  during  the 
postwar  period.     In  I955i  Colombian  cattle  numbers  are  expected  t">  continue 
an, upward  trend,  while  uruguayan  numbers,  which  reached  a  peak  of  8.7  million 
head  in  19^9.  are  expected  to  decline,   since  herds  are  being  sharply  reduced 
due  to  overstocking  and  a  new  drought.     Chilean  numbers  in  19^0  are  not 
expected  to  increase  but  may  remain  near  the  present  level.     The  present 
lack  of  government  protection  for  cattlemen  and  the  coordination  of  policies 
affecting  the  cattle  industry  are  likely  to  keep  numbers  from  increasing 
during  the  year. 

The  number  of  cattle  in  the  United  Kingdom  were  at  a  record  level  of 
10.2  million  head  in  June  19^3,  an  increase  of  k  percent  over  the  preceding 
year.     These  numbers  were  lc  percent  above  the  1936-UO  average.  Although 
cattle  numbers  are  considerably  larger  than  prewar,  beef  production  is 
estimated  to  be  only  8^  percent  of  prewar*     This  is  largely  due  t^  a  larger 
proportion  of  cattle  in  dairy  herds,  proportionately  larger  number  of  young 
cattle,  and  longer  fattening  period  'than  formerly.     It  is  not  very  probable 
that  1950  numbers  will  be  any  larger  since  number?  seem  to  be  in  balance 
with  probable  feed  supplies. 

In  Eire,   the  19^-9  June  cattle  numbers  increased  by  5  percent  over  the 
preceding  year,  reversing  the  downward  trend  which  apparently  began  in  19^-b. 
These  numbers  exceed  the  prewar  level  by  7  percent.     By  the  aid  of  J3CA, 
substantial  quantities  of  feed  have  been  brought  in  to  supplement  domestic 
feed  supplies.     This  enabled  numbers  to  be  increased,   reflecting  a  26  percent 
increase  in  cattle  exports  between  19^8  and  1 9^3-     Such  exports  were  largely 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  except  for  limited  numbers  principally  to  Belgium, 
Netherlands  and  Western  Germany. 
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UNITED  KINGDOM:     Number  of  cattle  on  farms, 
by  principal  classes, 
year  1939  and  annual  19U6-U9 
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650 
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5^8 

85^ 
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2,172 

►  9,821 

Dec.  : 

2,521 
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7,0U8 
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2,208 
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Sept.  : 

2,685  : 

1,033 

S73  • 

:  it6lU 

1,805 

2,19^ 

10,20U 

Compiled  from  Monthly  Digest  of  Statistics. 


Danish  cattle  numbers  in  December  1$U9  were  5  percent  above  a  year 
earlier  and  93  percent  of  the  prewar  level..     The  relatively  ge^d  feed 
grain  and  root  crpps,  and  pastures  in  1348  and  13^9,  coupled  witn  sub- 
stantial Quantities  of  feeds  tuffs  i moor ted  through  SCA  assistance,  enabled 
Danish  farmers  to  rebuild  and.  to  expand  their  cattle  herds.     This  year, 
exports  of  live  and  slaughtered  cattle,  according  to  reports,  increased 
somewhat,  but  were  below  the  prewar  average.     Also,   the  price  for  beef  and 
veal  rose  about  3^  percent  immediately  after  rationing  and  price  controls 
were  abolished  in  the  latter  isart  of  November.     The  degree  of  increase  in 
future  cattle  numbers  appears  to  depend  on  the  availability  of  domestic 
feed  supplies,   including  pas tures ,  and  the  amount  of  foreign  exchange 
available  for  the  purchase  of  foreign  feeds, 

DSITI'IAEK:    Number  of  cattle  on  farms, 
by  -orincipal  classes, 
year  1333  and  annual  19^-6-^9 
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l,6lU 

:  659 

:  £52 

I  1U6 

•  3,271 

1,618 

0S7 

850 

131 

3,186 

1,592 

6^0 

737 

:  165 

1,53^ 

667 

301 

105 

3,167 

1,060 

596 

75S 
706 

;  30 

3,ooU 

1,613 

650 

100 

3,069 

i,5U6 
l,klO 

6,U 

731* 

:  100 

3,oiU 

52U 

663 

71 

2,668 

1 , 535  : 

5U5 

605  . 

89 

2,77^ 

l,k75 

599 

'  671 

86  ; 

2,831 

76 

2,751 

1,605 

55^ 

6Ul 

87  ; 

2,887 

707 

2,9^3 

1,566  : 

5U3 

700 

£  71 

2,  880 

Bulls 

and 

oxen 


Thousands 


Total 
'housands 


l/  Includes  cattle  in  towns,  which  totaled  ^0,000  head  in  December  13U6, 


Compiled  from  Statistiske  3terre tninger, 
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Cattle  numbers  in  Sweden  last  summer  increased  over  a  year  earlier  and 
were  within  3  percent  of  their -prewar  numbers.     Feed  supplies  in  19U9  were 
larger  than  in  the  previous  year.     Although  Some  increase  in  numbers  is 
expected  daring  1950,   "the  degree  of  gain,  if  any,  will  depend  largely  on  the 
availability  of  feed  imports  and  domestic  feed  production.     In  Norway,  cattle 
numbers  increased  somewhat  in  13US,  but  weare  still  12  percent  below  the 
1936-4O  average.     Present-  goals  call  for  an  increase  in  1950  cattle  numbers. 
Such  expansion  of  herds  will  depend  on  prices  of  dairy  products  and  avail- 
ability of  domestically  produced,  and  imported  feed  supplies. 

Cattle  numbers  in  He  the r lands  increased  considerably  in  13&9»  reflecting 
the  relatively  good  feed  situation  in  19^-8  and  19^-S-     Fixed  maximum  prices 
for  cattle  were  abolished  in  early  November  of  last  year  and  subsidies  on 
beef  were  also  discontinued.     With  farmers  being  urged  to  imorove  pastures 
by  rotation  and  fertilizers,   cattle  numbers  in  195^  can  be  expected  to  reach 
the  prewar  level  unless  adverse  weather  conditions  reverse  present  outlook. 
Belgian  cattle  numbers  showed  some  increase  over  those  of  early  19^9  and  now 
exceed  prewar  numbers  by  about  10  percent.     There  was  very  little  change 
in  beef  cattle  numbers,  but  dairy  cattle  numbers  increased  during  the  year. 
Feed  supplies,  both  domestic  and  imported,  have  been  adequate  quantitatively 
and  pastures  have  been  better  than  average. 

An  unfavorable  feed  supply  situation  in  France  during  the  summer  and 
fall  of  19^9  resulted  in  a  slight  downward  trend  in  cattle  numbers.  The 
expected  shortage  of  hay  and  fodder  crops  caused  farmers  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  to  reduce  their  herds  for  fear  that  winter  feed  supplies  would 
not  be  adequate  for  the  carry-over  of  stock.    However,  a  mild  winter  permitted 
considerable  grazing,  and  forage  supplies  become  more  nearly  adequate  than 
anticipated  last  fall.     With  meat  production  larger  than  19U0,  the  difficulty 
of  selling  cattle  on  the  domestic  market  at  satisfactory  prices  has  led  to 
the  formulation  by  the  government  of  an  export  program  designed  to  ensure  a 
stabilized  domestic  market. 

Although  the  trend  of  cattle  in  Spain  has  been  somewhat  uncertain  in 
recent  years,  it  is  believed  that  numbers  are  in  an  upward  direction. 
Weather  and  pasture  conditions  during  the  latter  part  of  19^9  were  favorable 
and  considered  near  ideal  for  livestock.     Portugal,  on  the  other  hand,  has 
experienced  another  drought  situation  and  cattle  numbers  were  believed  to  be 
below  those  of  the  preceding  year. 

Cattle  numbers  in  western  Germany  increased  about  3  percent  over  those 
of  a  year  earlier.     This  reflects  the  change  in  policy  in  the  middle  of  13^3 
when  it  was  decided  to  launch  a  program  of  rebuilding  herds.    Prior  to  that 
time  the  policy  called  for  diversion  of  land  to  crops  for  direct  consumption 
and  the  providing  of  meat  for  the  population.    However,  as  the  over-all  food 
situation  improved,  and    forage  "became  available,  and  cattle  reached  a  low 
level,the  policy  with  regard  to  livestock  was  changed,  which  accounts  for  the 
upward  trend  in  numbers.    Present  plans  call  for  the  return  of  cattle,  numbers 
to  prewar  level  by  1952.     Polish  cattle  numbers  are  believed  to  continue  an 
upward  trend  since  the  policy  of  the  satellite  countries  is  to  require  farmers 
to  increase  livestock  numbers.  War  losses  apparently  reduced  numbers  consid- 
erably below  the  prewar  level  and  recovery  has  been  slow. 


Rebuilding  of  herds  in  Switzerland  has  "been  slow.     Current  estimates 
indicate  that  the  trend  of  numbers  has  been  upward  for  the  last  two  years. 
The  expansion  of  grassland,  satisfactory  milk  prices  to  the  producers,  and 
the  decline  in  slaughter  of  heifers  have  enabled  farmers  to  rebuild  herds. 
With  numbers  about  10  percent  beloW  the  1976-U0  love}  and  the  feed  situation 
more- favorable  in  the  latter  part  of  19^9 ,   it  is  likely  that  a  further 
increase  can  be  expected. 

Although  official  reports  on  Chechoslovakian  cattle  numbers  are  not 
available,  other  information  indicates  a  considerable  increase  in  15U3.  The 
increase  is  attributed  to  the  desire  of  farmers  fco  keep  as  many  livestock 
as  possible  and  t^  regain  the  losses  of  19U7  due  to  oho-  drought  and  restore 
their  numbers  to  the  prewar  level.     Further  increases  can  be  anticipated, 
but  perhaps  will  be  more  gradual  than  in  19U0  and  1 3^ S  since  restocking 
was  heavy  in  that  period.    Present  plans  contemplate  sizeable  imports  of 
feed  to  supplement  domestically  produced  feedsc 

Although  statistical  data,  regarding  the  number  of  cattle  in  such- 
countries  as  Rumania,  Hungary,  Bulgaria  and  Yugoslavia  are  not  available,  it 
is  very  likely  that  at  least  normal  increases  have  occurred  and  numbers  may 
be  reaching  prewar  levels.     In  recent  years,  growing  conditions  in  those 
areas  are  believed  to  hove  been  favorable  and  conducive  to  the  recovery  of 
cattle  numbers. 

Austrian  cattle  numbers  are  reported  to  be  up  to  So  percent  of  their 
prewar  numbers.     Some  increase  occurred  in  19^-S  and  further  gains  can  be 
anticipated  in  195^  unless  growing  conditions become  unfavorable.     I taly, 
on  the  other  hand,  has  been  able  to  increase  numbers  and  they  are  now  at  or 
near  their  prewar  levels*.      In  view       a  relatively  poor  forage  crop  in 
19^9 1  only  limited  availability  of  feed  concentrates,  and  a  drop  in  the 
price  of  dairy  products  and  slaughter  cattle,   it  can  be  assumed  that  a  furthe 
increase  in  numbers  is  not  likely  in  1950,     In  Greece ,  cattle  numbers  show 
a  slight  increase  over  the  preceding  year,  but  continue  far  below  their 
19^6-UO  level. 

The . improved  pasture  and  feed  situation,   together  with  enforcement  of  th 
government  production  program,  has  enabled  cattle  producers  in  the  So  vie  t 
Uni°n  to  increase  cattle  numbers  and  to  continue  their  upward  trend.  AlthoiXg 
numbers  are  nearing  the  prewar  level,   the  established  t*oals  have  not  been 
attained.     The  recovery  in  cattle  numbers  has  been  accomplished  through 
normal  increases  and  outside  acquisitions.     Further  increases  in  1953  a-3 
likely  if  growing  conditions  continue  to  be  favorable, 

African  cattle  numbers  held  their  TykS  level  through  19^9  and  now  are 
about  10  percent  above  the  19"56-U0  average.     Increases  in  French  Morocco  and 
Southern  Rhodesia  were  offset  by  decreases  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  and 
Madagascar.     Drought  or  near-drought  conditions  in  certain  areas  of  Africa 
during  19^-9  a^d  1950  can  be  expected  to  hold  cattle  numbers  down  to  the 
present  or  even  lower  levels. 


-10- 


Cattle  numbers  in  Australia  as  of  March  13^3  were  reported  at  ik,  121, 000 
head,  about  2  percent  above  the  previous  year  and  around  6  percent  above  the 
1936-^0  prewar  period.     The  increase  of  over  335,000  head  between  March  19US 
and  March  19^9  reflects  improved  pastoral  conditions  throughout  the  country. 
It  is  indicated  that  dairy  and  beef  cattle  numbers  increased  afcout  the  same 
percentagewise.    However,  beef  cattle  make  up  65  percent  of  the  cattle  herd 
and  numerically  this  class  shows  the  largest  quantitative  increase.  All 
states,  except  Queensland,  showed  an  increase  in  beef  cattle-  numbers.  Dairy 
cattle,  on  the  other  hand,   increased  in  all  areas,  except  in  the  Australian 
capital  territory.     The  largest  quantitative  increase  occurred"  in  Queensland. 
With  a  relatively  good  pastoral  year  in  19^3  and  prospects  for  another  good 
year  in  1950>   it  is  very  likely  that  1950  cattle  numbers  will  be  larger  than 
those  of  19U9. 

New  Zealand  cattle  numbers  in  19*4-3  showed  only  a  slight  increase  over  a 
year  earlier,  but  were  still  about  6  percent  above  the  prewar  level.  Beef 
cattle  numbers  during  the  past  year  dropped  by  about  J>6,530  head.  The 
decline  in  beef  cows  was  19,000  head  and  in  steers  around  17,000  head.  This 
is  believed  to  be  the  result  of  heavy  marketings  in  the  19^7-^-S  slaughter 
season  when  feed  conditions  were  affected  by  several  months  of  drought. 
Dairy  cattle,  on  the  other  hand,   increased  by  more  than  U3.000  head.  The 
present  outlook  is  for  a  small  increase  in  195^  cattle  numbers. 

In  Asia,  cattle  numbers  were  slightly  above  those  of  last  year  and  are 
now  approaching  the  I336-UO  average.     The  cattle  trend  in  Iran,  Turkey,  Burma, 
Philip-oine  Islands,  Pakistan  and  India  is  upward.    Recovery  to  prewar  numbers 
has  been  gradual  in  these  countries,   except  for  Turkey  and  India,  which  now 
exceed  the  1956""^0  average.     A  further  increase  is  likely  in  195^  since 
numbers  in  many  of  the  countries  are  below  their  prewar  levels. 


This  is  ~ne  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production,  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 
Committee  on  Foreign  Crops  and  Livestock  Statistics.     For  this  report  the 
Committee  was  composed  of  Joseph  A.  3ecker,  Chairman,  Elmer  A..  Reese, 
Crval  S.  Goodsell,  and  Constance  H.  Farnworth. 
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